Plasmacytoma of lymph node. Recurrent lymphadenopathy terminating in plasma cell dyscrasia with polyneuropathy and endocrine disturbances.
A case with lymphadenopathy of the left side of the neck in a 38-year-old male is described. He had a history of several relapses of about 10 years duration. Swollen lymph nodes were histologically similar to those of the hyaline-vascular type of Castleman's disease, but contained clear-cut lymph sinus and a sheet-like proliferation of plasma cells. Lymph follicles showed proliferation and atrophic germinal centers, in which cellular hypertrophy in the wall of ramifying small blood vessels, called angiosclerosis, was frequently encountered. During its progress, the patient developed plasmacytoma of the lymph nodes with varied clinical manifestations such as polyneuropathy, disturbance of gait, unusual perspiration, hirsutism, gynecomastia, bilateral papilledema, and albumino-cytologic dissociation in cerebrospinal fluid.